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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting Four

PASTORAL GREETING

Stand

HYMN OF INVOCATION

655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

 Psalm 130:3-4
P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13]

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.  Amen.

The pastor faces the congregation:

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23]

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

P I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.

C I will bless the Lord at | all times;*
his praise shall continually be | in my mouth.

P My soul makes its boast | in the Lord;*
let the humble hear | and be glad.

C Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;*
I will teach you the fear | of the Lord.
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P The Lord redeems the life of his | servants;*
none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned.

ALL Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever.  | Amen.

P I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29

4



SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

The COLLECT OF THE DAY is spoken.

P Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.
Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of
temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

FIRST READING ~ Revelation 14:6–7

6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the
sea and the springs of water.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

P Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised
in the city of our God!

Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers,
consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels,

that you may tell the next generation
that this is God, our God forever and ever. Psalm 48:1a, 12–14a
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EPISTLE ~ Romans 3:19–28

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith
apart from works of the law.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL ~ Matthew 11:12–19

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

12 [Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets
and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah
who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you
did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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SERMON ~ “The Kingdom of Heaven Suffers Violence” Matthew 11:12-15

Stand

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

LORD'S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass

against
 us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen  Matthew 6:9-13

The following is said or chanted:

A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in Your Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

10



BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION

A Let us bless the Lord.   [Psalm 103:1]
C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26

C Amen.

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

973 Thy Word Is a Lamp
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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578 Thy Strong Word
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
Alleluias without end!

6 God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the holy Trinity!
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664 Fight the Good Fight

P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death
for your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for
you for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen
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P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

As soon as you have communed, please exit via the side aisle and return to your vehicle.  God
bless you and keep you safe and healthy.

T Soli Deo Gloria  T

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four and hymns, from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

18



On the last page of this booklet you will find and series of Scripture readings and prayers
for the coming week.  May they be a blessing to you as we all contend with these
difficult and challenging days.  God grant you His peace and protection.
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